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b 1321 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO changed her vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably absent from the Chamber today during 
rollcall vote No. 486, the vote on final passage 
of H.R. 5109, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Health Care Personnel Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 486. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 486, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Health Care Personnel Act, I was unavoidably 
detained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call Nos. 485, 486, I was unavoidably de-
tained. If present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall Nos. 485, 486. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BONIOR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to inquire of the distinguished major-
ity leader the schedule for the rest of 
the day, week and any other informa-
tion he might want to share with us. 

Mr. ARMEY. Madam Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. ARMEY. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the 
gentleman’s inquiry, and I know there 
is a great deal of interest on the part of 
the Members. We have just concluded 
our final vote for the day, but as we 
speak, the Interior appropriators are 
feverishly working to complete their 
work on the Interior appropriations 
bill. I am sure the body will join me in 
expressing appreciation and encourage-
ment to the appropriators to complete 
that task in such a manner that will 
enable us to complete our consider-
ation of that conference report tomor-
row. 

So that as it stands today, we are 
waiting upon the Interior appropri-
ators to complete their work and we 
would expect to vote that bill tomor-
row in time to make our regularly 
scheduled departure time of 2 p.m. to-
morrow afternoon. I would ask the 
Members, of course, to be patient and 
to again express their appreciation for 
and encouragement to the appropri-
ators as they struggle to complete this 
very important work and to stay in 
town and available for a vote on that 
bill which would be scheduled in the 
morning. 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin for an inquiry 
or a comment. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, let me sim-
ply ask of the distinguished majority 
leader. Obviously all of us want to get 
rid of as many appropriation bills as we 
can. We are going to have enough real 
arguments on the bills where we have 
real differences that we ought not have 
arguments on bills where we may not 
have any real differences. But I would 
just like to caution, or raise one point 
of caution. We are going to go into con-
ference again on the Interior bill about 
2:30. We were in conference on it this 
morning until it was interrupted for a 
rollcall vote on the House floor and a 
leadership meeting, as I understand it. 
If we go back in, if everything goes 
well and everything is kissy-face and 
nobody has any problems with it, we 
might be able to finish by 5 o’clock or 
so, very optimistically speaking. But 
at that point it is my understanding 
that there is an expectation that there 
would then be a follow-up meeting with 
the White House to try to discuss the 
known objections that the White House 
has to the conference as it is being 
formed right now. 

Right now there are at least eight 
items which are still considered 
vetoable. One is the land legacy item 
where we have not only a $500 million 
difference but substantial differences 
not between the parties but between 
the Congress as an institution and the 
Presidency as an institution on how 
that package is to be handled. 

We have considerable shortfalls in 
the Native American health area, 
which the White House is insisting be 
restored. We have a problem with en-
ergy conservation funds. We still have 
a large argument on the arts. We have 
had three additional riders that were 
added in the conference last night, the 
White River Forest in Colorado, the 
White Mountain rider in New Hamp-
shire, and now the conferees are pos-
sibly going to also include a hard rock 
mining amendment. 

If that is the case, then we will have 
matters of major controversy between 
the Congress and the White House that 
still have to be resolved. Assuming 
that could be done today, which is a 
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